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Industry Comparisons: Series 01

DuPont Model and Financial Reporting Environment
Your name: ________________________

Part 2 


Compare and contrast return on equity (ROE) and the DuPont components of ROE (profit margin, asset turnover, financial leverage, and taxes) for the five companies in the data template during the five years in the template, ignoring fiscal-year-end differences.  
Part 3 


Compare and contrast what you have learned thus far about the companies’ financial positions at the end of fiscal 2008, financial performances during fiscal 2008, and expected future performance (at the end of fiscal 2008) to what you learned from earnings releases, conference calls and analyst reports detailed below, ignoring fiscal-year-end differences. 
Organize your response around the following:
(a)
Fourth quarter earnings releases:
(b)
Fourth quarter earnings conference calls: This question pertains to Nordstrom and Caterpillar only.

(c)
Analyst reports: This question pertains to Nordstrom and Caterpillar only.

(d)
Stock market's reaction: This question pertains to Nordstrom and Caterpillar only.


1) Media reports shortly after earnings release 


2) Stock prices a few days before and after the earnings release 


3) Stock prices response to information before the earnings release

4) Stock price response after the earnings release
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